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OBJECTIVE

What is the relation between the pursuit of 
sustainability and the principles of our society in 
terms of: 

• Political decision making

• Market forces and scarcity

• Cultural views on men and his environment

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Work in progress
Consistency of CFP with broader societal conditions
Stimulate further research and thinking into this area – certainly necessary



POLITICS – trias politica +++

Who is who and who bears responsibility?

• Governments and Politicians – Executive powers
• Parliaments – legislative powers
• Judiciary – national and EU

+ + +

• Bureaucracy – 4th power
• Stakeholders

Presentator
Presentatienotities
In general Democratic decision making is a process – whatever the outcome may be – although aimed at certain goals

Political decision makers have been caught in the short term dilemma of the ‘tragedy of the commons’ and put priority on short term needs of the economy above long term recovery of the fish stocks. Facts of limited economic role of the fisheries sector are structurally disregarded.
Members of parliament are subject to strong lobbying from the stakeholders. They make intuitive choices on the basis of their political convictions, rather than on in-depth factual analysis.
The fishing industry is intensively controlled. However, there are major differences among the MS regarding the control intensity and severity of prosecution (level of fines).
The short term policy cycle of decisions on TACs and effort regulations, as well as possibly other measures, is primarily operated by the EU and national bureaucracies. However, it could be questioned whether sufficient checks and balances are in place and who bears the final responsibility for the success or failure of the CFP.
Consultation of stakeholders has become a ‘legitimate’ part of the policy preparation process, while no explicit checks and balances (or rules) exist. Democratic content of such consultation could be questioned.
 



MARKET ECONOMY

Market failure – scarcity and prices?
• time – future generations
• space – international trade

Perception of efficiency
• technical progress
• is small scale beautiful?
• costs of management 
• creating rent

Survival of the fittest
• adaptability
• short term interests

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Market prices do not seem to reflect the scarcity of the stocks, as a consequence of globalization, development of aquaculture and poor representation of the ‘interests of future generations’. 

Contrary to economic trends at large, development of efficient fisheries sector which would produce a net benefit to society has been  misguided by availability of subsidies, free access to resources, externalization of management costs (to the tax payer) and  political views on the needs of protection vested interests and promotion of small scale fisheries.

Multitude of drivers at macro, meso and micro level determine the development of the fisheries sector as well as effectiveness and efficiency of the CFP. The ability of the entrepreneurs to adapt to the changing conditions in the short term is a sine qua non for the survival of the firms in the long term.




PRICES AND STOCKS

Source: LEI, Fisheries in figures

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Dutch prices for cod and plaice
Decline of TACs, presumably as a consequence of stock scarcity, is only temporarily reflected by higher prices, and even less in real terms. Price increase is only consequence of inflation.




SMALL IS NOT EFFICIENT

Source: AER 2008

Presentator
Presentatienotities
This is selected 2006 DCR data with regional average by size group (all gears together)
In most regions income, gva and catch per fte are lowest for vessels <12m while production costs are highest. Supporting small scale fishermen is not promotion of efficiency. In fact it is waste of resources.



CULTURAL PERCEPTIONS

Dualism
• men vs. nature
• individualism vs. society
• consumption = welfare

Role of science
• physics is basis of all science (modeling systems)
• determinism – ability to forecast
• bio-technical solutions vs. political choices

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Existence value is not recognized. Even in the environmental discussion, argument for protection of nature lies in the threat of our (human) survival.

Our culture dictates an unfailing belief in rationality and the ability of science to quantify and to forecast – as possible in physics. At the same time the problem of objectivity has been underestimated. Epistemology determines the questions asked and therefore also the scope of the answers obtained. This has led in CFP to focus on bio-technological ‘solutions’, which are unlikely to address pro-actively the fundamental problem of over-exploitation – the drivers of human behavior.




CONCLUSIONS

Within the political system it is unclear who 
bears the responsibility for failure of the fisheries 
management and how ‘ he’ can be held 
accountable.

Markets fail to reflect environmental efficiency 
and favor hedonic behavior.

Cultural attitude towards nature, science and 
individual interests places the society outside its 
natural environment and gives the human 
individual interests highest priority. Tragedy of 
the commons is born.



GREEN PAPER – FIVE FAILINGS 

Overcapacity
• one-off scrapping scheme and property rights

Imprecise objectives 
• ecological sustainability  = basis for economic and 

social sustainability

Short term focus
• Principles vs. implementation

Industry responsibility
• Result based ‘self-management’ 

Compliance
• Reform of control and enforcement system



MISSION (IM)POSSIBLE?

Create rent for the society by: 

• stress on economic efficiency 

• define producers’ responsibilities in 
operational indicators 

• creation of user rights (without national links)

• elimination of subsidies 

• introduce sufficiently high access fees 

• EFFICIENT AND ACCOUNTABLE INDUSTRY IS 
THE BASIS FOR SUSTAINABLE STOCKS.
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