
AKTEA : Nereid of
Greek mythology
symbolising
the shore

European Network of Women’s organisations in fisheries and aquaculture
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AKTEA network, representing women organisa-
tions in Europe, organised its first Annual

General Meeting in Ancona,the 27th ofMay 2006.

After a short presentation from each of the present
organisations, the discussion centred on the need to
establish a European network. The 25 participants
expressed their opinion and the majority decided that
such network would be a good tool to promote the
visibility ofwomen in fisheries.

Following this decision,AKTEA bye laws were pas-
sed before the election ofthe Executive Board. The
following women's organisations are now members
of AKTEA:
- Vinvis (The Netherlands)
- Association Penelope (Italy)
- Femmes Entre Terre et Mer (France)
- Northern Ireland Women in Fisheries (United
Kingdom)
- CIVAM de l'Etang de Thau (France)
- Network Kysten til Kamp (Norway)
- Association des Femmes de Pêcheurs en
Méditerranée (France)
- Pan-Hellenic Union ofWomen in Fisheries (Hellas)
- Tyrius association (Spain)
- Portuguese Network of fishers women (Portugal)
- North Sea Women Network (transnational)u

Contact :aktea@cedem.eu

A n c o n a  c it y  ( I t a l y )  h o s t  t h e
1 s t  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  A K T E A
E u ro p e a n  f i s h e r i e s  n e t w o r k  o f
Wo m e n  i n  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  a q u a-
c u l t u r e

The first AKTEA conference was held on Saturday
27th of May 2006, during the 66th Fisheries
International Fair. A large number of national and
regional political personalities participated at the
events. This paper will give a synopsis oftheir pre-
sentations.

Donatella Lingui,the Italian State Secretary in charge
of women rights, participated at the conference. She
declared that the new Italian government will support
fisher women's claims and more specifically the legal
recognition of their contribution within the family
enterprise, because she believes that fisher women
should have access to the social security and pension
systems.

Women's importance 

Fabio Sturani,the Mayor of Ancona,emphasised the

AKTEA's Executive board from right to left : : Adriana Celestini
(Penelope), Estrella Duarte (Portuguese network), Sonia Bourhis
(FETEM), Marja Benkedam (VinVis), Lena Amalie Hamnes (Kysten
til Kamp)

2007:Nor thern Ireland Women in fisheries
(NIWF) will host the 2nd AKTEA Annual

General Meeting and Conference

NIWIF will host the 2nd AGM of AKTEA, April
2007 from 26th to 28th. The Integrated
Development Fund is providing £5 000 support
towards this meeting. This Fund is managed by the
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(DARD) in respect of the Fishing Villages
Taskforce's Action Plan.
This support will cover only accommodation, food,
the field trip expenses and translations. Travel expen-
ses cannot be covered by this fundingu

Contact : trishslater@utvinternet.com
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importance ofthe woman's role, not only within the
fishing enterprise but also within the family. The
absence ofthe husband from the house, means that
the women have to take decisions concerning the
family and the enterprise on their own. The Mayor
considered AKTEA, the European network for
women in fisheries to be a good starting point for rai-
sing the visibility ofwomen in the sector.

Loredana Pistelli,who is responsible for women's
rights in the Marche region,emphasised that wome-
n's participation is crucial for fisheries. The Marche
region, in collaboration with the Penelope associa-
tion,have agreed to bring all the women associations
of the region together in a common project.

Paolo Petrini, responsible of fisheries in the Marche
region, recognized the role of women in the com-
mercialisation of fish and in the fishing enterprise. In
Ancona,women's work starts, every day, at 2 am,
when they transport fish from the boat to the auction
with the van.Women then follow the sales at the auc-
tion and take the money of the sales. But before to go
to bed they should prepare and take the children to
school.Mr. Petrini believes that the time has come to
undertake a study which will highlight the involve-
ment of women in fisheries, quantify their time and
monetary contributions and which will clarify the
training and qualifications necessary for their tasks.

Women should be organised at European level
Adriana Celestini,president ofPenelope association
thanked the participants for being present at this spe-
cial event which promotes women issues.

AKTEA will facilitate women's participation at the
decision making process ofthe two sectors. This par-
ticipation will give women visibility and enable them
to contribute to the defence of the fisheries and
aquaculture sectors.

"Women ofAncona have always contributed to fisheries but
still remain invisible. Four years ago we invited women from
Brittany to explain to  us  how they got the status ofcollabo-
rative spouse, what this status means, etc. Brittany women
recommended to us that we create an organisation. The
Penelope association is the response to this recommendation.
Our association decided to help women ofothers neighbouring
harbours to create their own organisation. Organisations help
women to become more visible".

AKTEA Network 

Katia Frangoudes presented the main objectives of
AKTEA which are:visibility of women's role in fis-
heries, recognition of women's contribution in the

sector, participation in decision making on matters
which affect women's role in fisheries, exchange of
experiences, problems and resolutions, an improve-
ment in women's selfconfidence, a sustainable deve-
lopment offisheries and a future for fishing commu-
nities and the political and institutional acceptance of
Women's organisations in fisheries. After this intro-
duction on the activities ofthe network each associa-
tion presented its actions and projects. You can find
in this AKTEA issue a short version of these presen-
tationsu

Fabio Sturani, the Mayor ofAncona with AKTEA Members

Pa n - h e l l e n i c  U n i o n  o f  w o m e n
i n  F i s h e r i e s  

This Union regrouping women (wives, daughters,sis-
ters and mothers) of fishers (owners and crew) was
established in 2004.The Union's main objective is the
recognition of women's contribution in the fisheries
sector by the Hellenic state. Contacts have been made
with regional and national authorities and more espe-
cially with the Agriculture' Insurances Organisation
(OGA). The women ask for the harmonisation of
national legislation to the European directive 86/613.
This harmonisation will give access to women to the
social security and pension systemsu

Contact : taoultzi@yahoo.gr
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C I VA M  o f  E t a n g  d e  T h a u
g r o u p s  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  

Since 1997,shellfish farmers, women and men,are
members of CIVAM. CIVAM is functioning as an
association and it is linked to the French agriculture
education. Women and men members of the Thau
Civam seek the preservation of the environmental
quality of Thau laguna,which represents the only
guaranty for the maintenance ofeconomics and lei-
sure activities on such fragile territory.

CIVAM main objectives are the valorisation of mari-
time professions (shellfish farming, fisheries),the
recognition of women's and men's work within the
family enterprise and its complementary character,
the unity ofthe shellfish farming profession through
communication and information and finally to share
with other local actors the conservation of a public
and culture good :" the laguna".

CIVAM of Thau published in 2004 a document
explaining the conditions and the advantages offered
by the status of collaborative spouse. This excellent
and useful document can be obtained from at the
CIVAM secretaryu

Contact :civamherault@wanadoo.fr

Participants at AKTEA Conference

N o r t h  Se a  Wo m e n ' s  N e t w o r k
a n d  t h e  Re g i o n a l  A d v i s o r y

C o u n c il s   
The North Sea Women's Network was created in
2004 and is open to women living in countries around
the North Sea,who have an interest in helping their
fishing community, in seeking improved living and
working conditions, in developing new training and
business opportunities, and in having an input into
decisions about the future of the fishing industry.

The Network currently has 60 members and commu-
nication is largely based through the Internet and by
telephone. Funding is currently being sought to hold
a one day workshop, to enable everyone to get toge-
ther to discuss projects for the future.

The Network has a seat on the Executive Committee
of both the North Sea and the Pelagic Regional
Advisory Councils and plays an important role in
dealing with socio-economic issues.

On the North Sea RAC, the Network chairs a Socio-
economic focus group which has prepared a protocol
to ensure that social and economic issues are conside-
red in a standard way,in every Working Group, and in
every RAC policy or recommendation. This was
adopted by the RAC in January 2006 and will now
serve as an example ofbest practice to the other
RACs being set up.

In 2005,the Network proposed to undertake a socio-
economic study on fishing vulnerability  of North
Sea Fishing Communities - a major piece ofwork.
Working in conjunction with RIVO in the
Netherlands, the scoping phase ofthe study has just

been completed and sets out the parameters for a
desk study of existing data,followed by the commis-
sioning of new research to fill in knowledge gaps.
Funding is being sought for this work which will be a
baseline account ofthe state of North Sea Fishing
communitiesu

Contact :nicki.holmyard@virgin.net 

P
h

o
to

: 
Y

o
lla

n
d

e
 A

lla
n

ic

3



F re n c h  M e d it e r r a n e a n
w o m e n ' s  g r o u p  i s  a c t i n g  f o r

w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e
d e f e n c e  o f  f i s h e r i e s  a c t i v i t y

The Association of Mediterranean Fishers Women
(AFPM) was established in 1994 and its main
objectives are objectives to promote women's trai-
ning and their introduction in the economic and
social life in France and Europe.

The Association believes that fisheries activity
should be maintained in the French Mediterranean
Sea and works towards this. It considers that
women's contribution in fisheries enterprises have
a positive impact on resources. This unpaid work
reduces the expenses ofthe family enterprise and
guarantees a better price for the fish as it is sold
directly by women.In this context fishers are less
tempted to increase fishing effort.

Today, the association is claiming for a better social
and sanitary protection and the recognition of pro-
tection against accidents at work for women when
they transport and sell fish.

The implementation of a social fund to help fis-
hers' families who face difficulties is another
AFPM project.The association also campaigns for
inclusions ofMediterranean fisheries specificities
into the national scheme for security at sea.

AFPM has published two books :"We women of
Mediterranean" which is based on women's life
stories and the second is recipe booku

Contact :elisabeth.volto@wanadoo.fr

A  n e w  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  a
l o n g  h i s t o r y  :

N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  Wo m e n  i n
F i s h e r i e s ( N I W I F )  

NIWF is a new organisation and it is at that stage
of registering as a company and getting Charity
Title. But members of Fishermen's Wives Support
Group in Kilkeel (FWSG),organisation existing
before the establishment ofNIWF, participated in
some European events which helped to the forma-
tion of NIWF.

In December 2003,some ofkilkeel FWSG mem-
bers participated at a meeting organised in
Birmingham when a British/Irish Network of
Women in Fisheries was formed.In June 2004 two
members of the FWSG attended a two day confe-
rence on "The Changing Role of Women in
Fishing Communities" in Peterhead with delegates
not only from Britain and Ireland,but from many
other European countries.

The AKTEA Conference in 2004 inspired   FWSG
members on two fronts:to seek to form a Women
In Fisheries Network in Northern Ireland and also
to strengthen links with Women In Fisheries
groups in other countries. The women are grateful
to Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development of Northern Ireland (DARDNI)
who have provided 85.3% funding for a two year
project.NIWIF has held its inaugural meeting and
has just appointed a part time administrator.
NIWIF is also at this point seeking match funding.
Trish says “this is all proving a steep learning
curve and has certainly taken us out ofour "com-
fort zone".

Trish presents NIWIF aims and objectives:
"We would like to establish a social group within
each of our three main ports, Portavogie, Ardglass
and Kilkeel. We also plan to look at projects
undertaken by WIF groups in other countries to
investigate ideas that we can implement within our
own ailing industry to bring about regeneration.
Within the funding, there is provision for a part
time post. We welcome the establishment of
AKTEA and we will host the next AKTEA mee-
ting in April 2006"u

Contact: trishslater@utvinternet.com

First annuel general meeting ofAKTEA network
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  A n c o n a
j o u r n e y  

By Annie Rouquette and Annie Castaldo (shellfish farmers,
CIVAM de l'Etang de Thau)

Friday 2 am
Ancona Auction and women's role

Just after two hours sleep we got up: it is time to
discover the fish of Adriatic Sea! In a few minu-
tes we are in front of the Ancona auction,in the
middle of the night,around fishermen and fis-
hers wives. Fishermen land fish and they imme-
diately return back at sea.Here is the start of
women's work. The women transport fish boxes
from the landing place to the auction by refrige-
rate van, then they take out of the van the box
full of fish and then they arrange the  fish pre-
sentation in the box. The most important
moment is the registration of the boat at the auc-
tion office. Because it is at that moment that the
order of passage at the auction is determined by
drawing lots. If the chance smile to them,their
fish will be sold within the first, it is the only gua-
ranty to get a good price. At Ancona's auction the
order to sell fish isn't based on the time ofarri-
val of the boat, because they want to guaranty the
equity between boats.

The fish is the same that can be found in the
French Mediterranean but we noticed that lan-
goustines ofall sizes are sold.Even if it is too
early, our stomach and our appetite admire this
good fish. Fishmongers, fish shops and restau-
rants pay immediately. Fisher's wives go to the
auction office and they get their money. Today,
fishers' women are happy because the fish got a
good price. Our visit at the auction ended at 4
o'clock with a cup of coffee offered by the
Penelope association.

4.30 am
Sell of Norwegian Stock-f ish (dry cod)

While the majority ofthe participants are retur-
ning to the hotel,Lena Amalie and May Britt,
from Lofoten Islands are going with Michele
Raptis, a local fisherman,to assist to the selling
of Leufoten stock-fish. Imported fish isn't sold
in the auction which sells only local fresh fish.
The two Norwegian ladies are happy to find the
fish of their islands in Italy, a main consumer of
stock fish, and they were surprised by the high
price that the stock fish is sold at in Italy.

A n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f i s h e r s
w o m e n  p u b l i s h  a  b o o k

A book with the title, "Women of fishermen of
Arcachon" has just been published. The book
presents, through a family story, two centuries of
women's contribution in fisheries. Arcachon fis-
her women's association in collaboration with
Paulette Abbadie-Douce produced this excellent
book on fisher women history. We recommend all
French speakers to read it.

" Femmes de marins-pêcheurs à Arcachon :deux
siècles de partage et de soutien ",published by
Alan Sutto édition,Témoignages et Récitsu

Contact:monique.philip@wanadoo.fr

10.00 am
Shell farmers visit the cooperative where the
local mussels are sold

The room where shellfish are put in boxes is very
big. The mussels, cultivated or fished,are from
the same variety as ours (mytillus galloprovincia-
lis).The price is not high (1 euro per kilogramme
for the wild mussels and 0,6 cents for cultured
mussels) because they didn't pass through a puri-
fied unit.Only clams and sea snails are purified.
In the middle of the auction we saw a box of
oysters originated from Bouzigues (France)u

Contact :annie.castaldo@wanadoo.fr 

Ancona Auction
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Tr a n s  n a t i o n a l  e xc h a n g e s :
V i n V i s  re c e i ve s  N o r t h e r n

I r e l a n d  Wo m e n  i n  f i s h e r i e s
g r o u p  

Fourteen ladies from the NIWIF are visiting the
members of Vin-Vis from 18-21 September.
This visit is the result from contact made at the
conference in Ancona. Together they will be
visiting Den Oever, Paessens, Lauwersoog and
Urk and will be having discussions with Vin-Vis
on socio-economic problems faced by women
involved within the fishing industry in the
Netherlands and how this impacts on family
life.
This will provide the opportunity to share expe-
riences and also to explore how these common
p ro bl e m s  a re  fa c e d  w i t h i n  o u r  ow n
c o m mu n i t i e su

Contact: trishslater@utvinternet.com

J u n e  2 0 0 6  Br e t o n  f i s h e r
w o m e n  m e e t  E u r o p e a n

D e p u t i e s  i n  Br e s t
Last June a delegation of the Fisheries
Commission at the European Parliament organi-
sed a field study on small scale fisheries in
Brittany, France. Fisher women were also invited
to meet the European deputies. Four women dis-
cussed with the delegation the future of small
scale fisheries and the survival of coastal commu-
nities. Women rights and interests within fisheries
industry were also discussed.

AKTEA network objectives and actions were also
presented during this meeting. The question asked
by AKTEA was: "How European Union could
obliged Members States to apply the Council
directive 86/613 on the application of the princi-
ple of equal treatment between men and women
engaged in an activity, including agriculture, in a
self-employed capacity, and on the protection of
self-employed women during pregnancy and
motherhood.It was underlined that women from
Italy, Hellas and in Portugal are asking the
transposition ofthis directive in national lawsu

Contact:aktea@cedem.eu

V i n V i s

The women in fisheries network

of the Netherlands: 

u An autonomous, informal organisation

u Run by women on voluntary basis 

u Not funds or institutional means 

u Depends on active participation of members

N e t w o r k  e s t a b l i s h e s  i n t e r n a-
t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e s  

In November 2004,two members of Fishermen's
Wives Support Group of Kilkeel were invited to the
AKTEA conference in Santiago de Compostela,
Spain,where was considered the theme ofWomen in
Fisheries and Aquaculture:lessons from the past,cur-
rent actions and ambitions for the future.
This was a revelation, the two day European
workshop, followed by three days when women
involved in fisheries from all around the world
shared their stories. There were so many similari-
ties, whether they came from Newfoundland or
Kenya. One fruitful result from this conference
was that after the Tsunami struck, the fishing com-
munities in Northern Ireland raised over
£25,000.00 and we were able to be in direct
contact with Nalini Nayak, from ICSF (Southern
India),who we had met in Santiago de Compostela
and the money is going to a project leading by her.
A VinVis member goes out to India to manage the
Dutch support project,and is also monitoring our
project. Thus direct aid is going to the fishing
community of Killai, because ofWomen In
Fisheries networku

Brest town hall :
Breton fisher women exchange with european Deputies

-  E d i t i o n  -
AKTEA- European Network of Women’s organisa-

tions in fisheries and aquaculture
Contact - Web site: http://www.fiswomen.org
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