
 

Newsletter #3 - December 2019 
We hope you are all looking toward the end of the semester and a relaxing break and 
preparing for a merry Christmas! 
Before we end 2019 and enter a new decade, here is a quick summary of some of our 
2019 activities and events. You will also find the schedule of events for 2020. If you 
need further information on these events, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
digitens@univ-brest.fr 
 
Best wishes for Christmas and a happy new year! 
 
The UBO DIGITENS Project Team 
  
 
1. Secondment Testimonials  

 Valérie Capdeville, Université Paris 13 - secondments at the National Archives and the 
Université du Québec à Montréal 

 
My 2019 secondment at TNA was split into 3 stays (June, July and 
October), during which I was able to make some research in preparation 
for the two entries I had proposed to the DIGITENS encyclopaedia 
editorial board : one on clubs, the other on the betting book as an object 
of sociability. TNA’s online catalogue is a very rich resource as it 
comprises archival material held at various sites. Some of the documents 
I needed were kept at the London Metropolitan Archives, where I could 
spend a few days exploring rare manuscripts such as 18th-century club 
records and betting books. 

 
At TNA, I particularly appreciated the easy ordering process as well as 
the working atmosphere, especially in the main room on the first floor 
and even in the cafeteria seating area. My secondment also favoured 
both intellectual and convivial exchanges with several TNA staff members 
(Katy Mair, Melinda Haunton, Mark Bell) and a few DIGITENS colleagues 
from the different institutions involved in the project and present at TNA 
at the same time : my Paris 13 colleagues Thierry Rentet and Sabrina 
Juillet Garzon, Stéphane Jettot and Alexis Tadié (Sorbonne Université), 
Jean-Philippe Moreux (BnF) and of course Kimberley Page-Jones (UBO 

Brest) with whom I could work closely on various key aspects of our DIGITENS project coordination. 
Moreover, this secondment also provided the perfect occasion for the promotion of the book I co-edited with 
Alain Kerhervé, British Sociability in the Long Eighteenth Century : Challenging the Anglo-French Connection, 
published by Boydell in June 2019. As the result of our collaborative research on sociability, this volume was 



 

an important achievement for several members of the DIGITENS team. I had the pleasure to attend the 
15th International Congress on the Enlightenment in Edinburgh for a few days in July, as I was invited to 
present our book in a dedicated panel entitled ‘Newness in the Eighteenth Century: Launching the 
BSECS/Boydell and Brewer ‘Studies in the Eighteenth Century’ Book Series, organized by Matthew Grenby 
(University of Newcasle). Archival investigation, knowledge sharing as well as dissemination and 
communication opportunities combined perfectly to make of my secondment in London a very fruitful and 
enriching research experience. 
 
At UQAM, my research work will explore a specific form of colonial sociability, the ‘gentlemen’s club’, in order 
to understand how this institution, a model of urban masculine sociability, was transferred from London to 
the American colonies from 1700 to the eve of the American Revolution. Closely associated with urban 
development, with the growth of commerce and the expansion of the press, club sociability perfectly 
answered the aspirations of the British colonists as they settled on the other side of the Atlantic: a desire for 
social integration, for sharing common cultural values, for mutual improvement, a quest for identity and the 
‘pursuit of happiness’ through friendship and conviviality. I will also give a talk at the GRHS seminar on 
January 9, 2020 on the following topic: « Sociabilités urbaines et transfert culturel : anatomie du 
‘gentlemen’s club’ dans l’Amérique coloniale, 1700-1770 ». 
  

 Jean-Philippe Moreux, Bibliothèque nationale de France - secondments at the National 
Archives and McGill University 

 
Mon détachement aux Archives nationales de Londres en octobre 2019 a donné lieu à un travail de R&D 
portant sur les collections numérisées d'échantillons de papiers-peints et de textiles conservées à la BnF, au 
département des Estampes et aux Archives nationales de Londres (Board of Trade/Design). Une base 
iconographique unifiée a été créée au sein du prototype GallicaPix, et cette base a été indexée grâce à des 
techniques d'analyse d'image (extraction des couleurs) et d'indexation visuelle (détection d'objets). Par 
ailleurs, une présentation de l'architecture technique de Gallica a été donnée à TNA, une attention particulière 
étant donnée au protocole interopérable d'échange d'images IIIF. 
 
Ma prochaine mobilité à l'université de McGill en mai 2020 me permettra de participer aux travaux menés 
dans le cadre du lancement du Digital Scholarship Hub (outillage numérique, support aux chercheurs et 
formation). 
  

 Tymon Adamcweski, Kazimierz Wielki University - Secondment at Musée Cognacq-Jay and 
Bibliothèque nationale de France 

My research work is about eighteenth-century gardens as sociable 
spaces and about reading and writing viewed as practices that document particular types and forms of 
sociability. When working at the Bibliothèque nationale de France, I focused primarily on pleasure gardens 
and consulted materials related to the theoretical planning and ideas behind garden design, including 
monographs, critical sources on experiencing the garden as spaces for sociability, as well as plans and other 
visual materials used for identifying spatial organization and experience designs for visitors to particular 
gardens. 
In the case of reading, I looked at how reading texts together in the eighteenth-century offered forms of 
sociability (home, books clubs, etc.) and how they have been used by their readers so they could function 
as a form of popular entertainment but also an integral component of domestic social life. 



 
2. Forthcoming scientific events 

 Graduate study day at Sorbonne University: "Cabals, Plots and Conspiracies. The 
Sociability of Intrigue in the Long Eighteenth-century" - 10 January 2020 

Organised by phD students Clara Manco and Pierre Labrune from Sorbonne University, this study day will 
explore the forms and models of sociability generated by seventeenth and eighteenth-centuries plots and 
conspiracies. 
Programme of the day: 
10h welcome coffee 
10h30 opening of the study day, Prof. Alexis Tadié (Sorbonne Université) 
Presentation of the Sociabilité/Sociability research network and DIGITENS project, Pr. Annick Cossic 
(Université de Bretagne Occidentale) 
Opening of the Study day by Pierre Labrune and Clara Manco (Sorbonne Université) 
First panel 11h-12h30. Cabals, Fear, and Favour: Court Sociability in the Reign of Charles II 
(chair : Clara Manco) 
Hannah STRAW (Warwick University) : "A Conspiracy of Morals : The Downfall of the 2d Duke of 
Buckingham" 
Emmanuel LEMÉE (Sorbonne Université) : "The French Plot Fantasy of the Restoration" 
            12h30 light lunch in hall 
Second panel 14h00-15h30. Plots as Social Opportunities: Printing and Performing the Popish 
Plot (chair : Pierre Labrune) 
Nawel KAHOUAJI (Université de Bretagne Occidentale) : "British Sociability in the Events of the Meal-tub 
Plot, 1680" 
David FLETCHER (Warwick University) : "Plots about Plots in the Lancashire Witches by Thomas 
Shadwell" 
            15h30 coffee break in hall 
Third panel 15h45-17h15 : Conspiracy and Revolutionary Sociabilities on the French Stage 
(chair : Pierre Labrune et Clara Manco) 
Guillaume COT (Université Paris VIII - Vincennes - Saint Denis) : "Conspiracies on Stage during the 
French Revolution" 
Aubrae WILSON (University of Cambridge) : "Villain or Victim : Narrative and Gendered Conspiracy in 
the Case of Marie-Babin Grandmaison" 



            17h15 final round table and conclusion 

 

 Mid-term meeting of the DIGITENS project - BnF, 13 March 2020 

This meeting will be attended by the representative of the Research Executive Agency of the European 
Commission. The purpose of this meeting is to assess the general advancement of the project and to 
identify issues related to the project implementation (and of course find relevant solutions if necessary). As 
this is the most important meeting of this three-year project, we would be very grateful if you could do your 
best to attend it! 
The programme of the day will be posted on the DIGITENS website 
   

 TNA workshop on "Epistolary Friendships in Eighteenth-century Europe" - 02 
April 2020 

After a very fruitful and stimulating workshop in Paris at the Bibliothèque nationale de France on this topic 
where we discussed collections explored by DIGITENS researchers that could be of interest to examine the 
various formal and visual expressions of friendship and understand their evolution during the long 
eighteenth-century, scholars and curators have decided to organize a second workshop at the National 
Archives in London. Click here to check the minutes of the BnF workshop. 
The main topics that will be examined at TNA by researchers are the following: 

(1) `The expression of friendship in different type of letters (family letters, Prize papers, diplomatic letters, 
literary correspondence…) 

(2) The performance of letter-writing or letter-reading in friendship letters 

(3) The expression of friendship in male and female correspondences, in men to women correspondences 
and vice-versa 

(4) The comparison of expressions of friendship in letters and epistolary manuals across national 
boundaries  

(5) The evolution through time of letter-writing practices and letter-locking, and what they tell us of the 
evolution of the idea of friendship. 



 

 
  

 Emotions dans la Cité - Sociabilités urbaines en Grande-Bretagne et en 
France, 1650-1850 / Emotions and the City: Urban Sociability in Britain and 
France, c. 1650- c. 1850 - 18 & 19 June 2020, McGill University 

International conference organized by the GRHS, within 
the framework of the DIGITENS project and of the GIS 
Sociability scientific events.  
Urban history and the history of emotions are now both well-
established fields of inquiry, but the two fields have rarely engaged 
in dialogue with one another, particularly with regard to the pre-
modern era. This conference invites urban historians and historians 
of emotion to consider the connections between urban and 

emotional experiences in Europe during the long eighteenth century (c. 1650- c. 1850). We propose that 
these connections can best be explored through the lens of the history of sociability, as we will explore the 
ways in which ideals and practices of sociability helped to shape the emotional aspects of urban life. 
The final version of the programme will be sent in January 2020. 
For more information, please contact Brian Cowan or Pascal Bastien. 
Link to the website of the GRHS 
 
 
   



 

3. Podcasts of the GIS conferences 
 
The last talk of the cycle "Cultural Transfers in European,Colonial and Global Contexts (1650 - 1850): the 
Circulation of Models of Sociability" organized by the GIS Sociability was given by Brian Cowan last Friday 
at the Musée Cognacq-Jay. His talk dealt with the celebrity of Dr Sacheverell in post-revolutionary Britain. 
A quick reminder of the topics that were broached during this cycle of talks. You will find most of these 
talks available as podcasts on the DIGITENS and GIS websites. 
 
Patrick MICHEL (Université de Lille) : « Le cabinet du collectionneur au XVIIIe siècle : espace de 
l’échange, de la circulation des idées, des savoirs et des objets » 
Ariane FENNETAUX (Université de Paris) : « Lorgnettes, boîtes à priser et étuis : sociabilité de poche au 
XVIIIe siècle » 
Lucy PELTZ (Senior Curator of 18th-Century Portraits and Head of Collections Displays at the National 
Portrait Gallery, London): "Extra-illustration and the Social Rituals of Bibliophilic Exchange in late 
eighteenth-century England"   
Bertrand VAN RUYMBEKE (Professeur de civilisation américaine à l'Université de Paris 8 et membre 
senior de l'IUF) : "L'Amérique au concours. Les Académies en France et le Nouveau Monde au XVIIIe 
siècle" 
Stéphane VAN DAMME (Professeur, titulaire de la chaire d'histoire des sciences et des savoirs à l'Institut 
universitaire européen de Florence, Italie) : "Globaliser la culture antiquaire française : Paul Lucas, 
marchand, espion et collectionneur au seuil des Lumières" 
Pierrick POURCHASSE (Université de Bretagne Occidentale, UBO Brest) : "L'intégration des migrants du 
Nord de l'Europe dans les communautés marchandes des ports français au XVIIIe siècle" 
Michael NORTH (Universität Greifswald, Allemagne) : "The debate on French and English fashions in 
Eighteenth Century Germany" 
Kate RETFORD (Birkbeck College, University of London) : "Talking Pictures: Sociability in the Eighteenth-
Century British Conversation Piece" 
Mrinalini SINHA (University of Michigan, USA) : "Undoing Imperial Sociability: The Indianization of an 
Imperial Institution and the Limits of Cultural Transfers" 
Evan HAEFELI (Texas A&M University) : "Roman Catholics in the Protestant Empire: Thoughts on British 
Sociability and Anti-Popery" 
Dr Vanessa ALAYRAC-FIELDING (Université Lille 3) : "'Bearing away to Europe’s happier Shores the 
odorous Tea': exoticism, tea and new models of sociability" 
Susanne SCHMID (Berlin Free University) : "'We dined upon the very edge of the crater': British Women 
Travellers in Italy, Sociability and Cultural Transfer"  

4. Communication activities 
 
To communicate on the project on social networks, we have released a teaser video a few weeks ago. It is 
available on youtube at the following address: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYTH7r1AZFk 
Do not hesitate to disseminate it in your institutions, in your networks ... 
 



 

 
 
The BnF has also created beautiful bookmarks that have been distributed to the members of the project 
last Thursday. They will be handed out during events and communication activities. 
 

 
  

 
   

  

 


